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ABSTRACT 

The paper deals with Didymocarpus pulchrus (pulcher) which is reduced to a variety of Didymocarpus punduanus Wall, 
ex R.Br. The diagnostic characters of the aforesaid species as well as the key to the varieties discussed in the paper with 
designation of lectotypification of varietal names. 
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Didymocarpus punduanus Wall, ex R. Br. was originally 
described based on collection of F. de Sylva (Wallich Cat. 
num. list no. 777) from India (Meghalaya) in Cyrtandreae 
(Brown,1839). Later its distribution was further recorded 
from Sikkim and Assam. The plant is distinguished by 
its herbaceous habit, with 3-4 leaves in whorls and the 
inflorescence being subtended by 2 minute sessile leaves. 
Flowers purple in sub-umbellate cymes. Another species 
of Didymocarpus, D. pulcher C.B. Clarke appears closely 
allied to the former. D. pulchrus (“pulcher") was sepa¬ 
rated as a distinct group based on two collections from 
Sikkim by Griffith and Hook.f. (Clarke, 1883), further 
distributed to Bhutan and China. The same plant was 
earlier described by Clarke as D. subalternans in Com- 
melynaceae et Cyrtandraceae bengalenses (1874), and was 
replaced as D. pulchrus (“pulcher") by Clarke (1883) with 


the comments “I do not feel certain that this species even 
has been rightly separated from D. punduana: but it is at 
least a good geographical variety. I know of no character 
that really distinguishes it from D. punduana except the 
more hairy corolla and calyx.” The name Didymocarpus 
subalternans Wall, ex R.Br., Cyrtandreae 118. 1839 was 
already been used and presently it is an illegitimate name 
(Skog & al., 2007). 

On closer examination and comparison (Table 1) 
between both these specimens and their respective 
types it is noticed that the differences are not sufficient 
for treating it as a distinct species. Hence, the specimen 
mentioned by Clarke in 1883 is treated here as a new 
variety of D. punduanus. A key to the varieties together 
with the lectotypification of the varietal names are given 
as follows. 
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HERB. HORT. REG. BOT. KEW. 


ROYAL BOTANIC GAROENS KEW 
^ ^ K000820524 ^ 


SYNTYPE (Griffith 3841) OF: 

Didymocarpus pulcher C. B. Clarke in A. de Candolle, 
Monogr. Phan. 5: 79. 1883. 


del St verified Laurence E. Skog & Anna L. Wcitzman, lim 
United States National Herbarium 


as determined 


del Wang Wen-tsai l" 6 

Institute of Botany. Academia Sinica, 
Beijing (PE) 
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Herbarium of the late Enst India Company. 

K * J<?4/ 


EAST HIMALAYA. Herb. Griffith. 

Distributed at the Royal Gardens, Kew. 1862-3. 


Fig-1: Image of type specimen of Didymocarpus punduana var. pulchrus 
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Table 1. Comparison of characters between Didymocarpus punduanus & D. punduanus var. pulchrus 

Characters 


Didymocarpus punduanus var. punduanus 

Didymocarpus punduanus var. pulchrus 

Stem 

Indumentum 

Pubescent 

Puberulous 


Shape 

Oblong or elliptic to ovate 

Oblong or elliptic 


Apex 

Acute to rounded 

Acute 


Base 

Unequal, cordate to rounded 

Unequal, cordate 


Margin 

Crenulate to subentire 

Crenate to serrate 

Leaves 

Size 

3 - 6.3 - 19 x 3 - 6.5 cm 

2 - 9.5 - 15 x 5 - 8 cm 


Indumentum 

Upper surface densely pubescent to puberu- 
lous, lower surface glabrescent 

Upper surface densely pubescent with few 
yellow glands, lower surface glabrescent to 
puberulent 


Lateral nerves 

4 - 7 on either side of mid rib 

5 - 8 on either side of mid rib 

Petioles 


1.3 - 3.5 cm long, puberulous 

(1.5) 3 - 5.5 (7) cm long, puberulous 

Peduncles 


Pubescent to puberulous; primary peduncle 

7.5 - 10 cm long, secondary peduncle 2.5 - 3.5 
cm long. 

Pubescent; primary peduncle 8 - 14.5 cm long, 
secondary peduncle 1.6 - 3.5 cm long, rarely 
tertiary peduncle present, 6 mm long. 

Pedicels 


Pubescent; 5-15 mm long 

8-11 mm long, glabrescent 

Calyx 


Glabrescent; 4-5 mm long, lobes ovate, apex 
obtuse 

Glandular pilose; 3-6 mm long, lobes trian¬ 
gular, apex acute 

Corolla 


Sparsely hairy, 22 - 36 mm long, purple 

Sparsely hairy 25 - 30 mm long, violet 

Stamens 

Anthers 

Glabrous 

Minutely hairy 


Filaments 

Glabrous; 3-4 mm long 

Glabrous; 6-7 mm long 

Capsules 


3 - 3.7 cm long 

3.7 - 4.5 cm long 


Didymocarpus punduanus Wall, ex R.Br., Cyrtan- 
dreae 118: 1839. Type: INDIA, Meghalaya, Pundua, F. de 
Sylva in Wallich 777 (K 001111883, photo!). 

KEY TO THE VARIETIES 

la. Leaves base cuneate; penduncles slender, anthers 

not hairy var. attenuatus 

lb. Leaves base unequal, cordate; penduncles stouter; 

anthers hairy var. pulchrus 

Didymocarpus punduanus var. attenuatus (“ attenu- 
ata”) C.B.Clarke Monogr. Phan. 5: 80. 1883. Type: INDIA 
Meghalaya, Khasia, 4000-5000 ped., Hooker & Thomson 
(lectotype W 0050211, photo!, designated here). 

Clarke refers to two collections, both from Khasi, while 
describing this species, one collected by Griffith depos¬ 
ited at K and the other by Hooker & Thomson housed 
at K, BM, W, L and G. Griffith’s collection could not be 
traced at K. Of the three specimens of Hooker & Thom¬ 
son, one is housed only at W (W 0050211) and other 
two at L (L 0003222, L 0003223). All the specimens are 


from the type locality “Khasi, 4 - 5000 ped” but marked 
as Didymocarpus aromaticus on the label. One of the 
specimens at L (L 0003222) and the specimen at W (W 
0050211) bears a second label annotation identifying the 
specimens as Didymocarpus punduanus var. attenuatus. 
Although both the two specimens are well-preserved and 
bear flowers but W 0050211 is having the label identifying 
the specimen as Didymocarpus punduanus var. attenuatus 
in Clarkes hand-writing. Hence, W 0050211 is consid¬ 
ered as best choice and designated here as the lectotype of 
Didymocarpus punduanus var. attenuatus. The duplicate 
specimen at L (L 0003223) bears no such annotation and 
thus was not considered for lectotypification. 

Didymocarpus punduanus var. pulchrus (C. B. 
Clarke) Su.Datta & B.K.Sinha; stat. & comb. nov. Type: 
INDIA, Sikkim Griffith, KD 3841 (lectotype K 000820534, 
photo!, designated here). Didymocarpus pulchrus (“ pul- 
cher”) C.B.Clarke in A.DC. & C.DC., Monogr. Phan. 5(1): 
79. 1883. 

Clarke described Didymocarpus pulchrus (“pulcher") 
based on collections by Griffith and Hooker, both from 
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Sikkim. Griffith’s collection at K and Hooker’s collection 
at W both are identified as D. pulcher in Clarke’s hand 
writing but the specimen at K is better preserved and is 
considered for lectotypification. 
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